MlSt.H 
"■y '=t(5 
185; 


R R P 0 R T 


OF  THE 

DUNDEE  CONFERENCE, 

(FROM  8th  JUNE,  TO  30th  NOV,  1851,) 


HELD  IX 


WATT  INSTITUTION  HALL. 


JAMES  M'NAUGHTAN,  PRESIDENT. 

JAMES  MAIR,  SECRETARY 


T II  0 M a a 


.ao’Pia^La.'ii  ^p')  m ;i  aj  n a 


tio7f  ai  «.«.A  ioolo'o  li  i'“ 
i-jIiIJT  .9oiJo£i  fcJJolv'Jiq  oi  . 

esio^L  iryJ'iM  ifltfi  bo70«i  I’Us 
hsTfi'-i  t-t-sluBST*?  odT  .Wariu.! 

; »gaib9»0(«q  R'^iib  siriJ  oJaaifc  ,oan»i:la'‘- 

aib  at  r:(trFi<. 

edt  gnua  Beds  flaitegoi;”??©? 

•^1“  ,bifla  ‘JOB  9eo7K 
Wt  ni  iffi  s!o\  ivil-w  i:>'-n  \ iail 
no  ladJspoJ  I#«ni/oo  yJ— ac;!jnr^iiif 
5o  Bdlqbxihq  adJ  giaJwHoaq  Imn  '^ui 


) {'b 


?/  ! 


-Y.^braB 
I ncuJmi*'?nJ 

, -lr,-, b:,:n^ 

;t  ^ saiT 

■ ir.  -.  .tri;;:’  “abf.l  -■qnj.::’ 

■ '••..'ll  -.1!  W 

.^-  tO  « V'  '(7 '.CjJT-H' 
' yshii'jM  ■'.’.■■'.iru.-jui. 


boofefabcB  ’fTianiJ&ib  eJ  oJ  Jidaiwo//  tRn?u?spir  srrit  fa  J 


sgtHbaaoOTq  mo  af  aoafq  a^ISfVafi  iiorljDnaJl*^»ii 
-oasg  odl  leaifB  ew  3;7ilf  iad  jSaaffesl'Xft/ioeitHj  .■ 
©sodt  isoa  ba.‘»  jooaeaalao!!)  f ’a  ti  i • 
oi  •^qqjin  fool  I . boog  inuontr  »t  ' “ 

,0£f  ?r  lo  ,miJww«'»n.  ^ )<i  1 

-iftsi'l  efts  oi  bojnfiyrqf.  >.  c;  >•'.  • '* 

lodJa^  boJDaqS'if  iIoBia  y.^'^  ala  i 

6a  ad  Ilada  aw  Jadi  u»  j«fib  fcy-i  a yif-i  ■•.  • ' 

SB  ctd  XU'-'':  oath  ■»{;>>  :adi  jCso.,  iifo  'k  -> 


(^1 

:i  Xtiyil  I 


.am-o.c'ifl  1 I ,-,1  ^-•7‘v.i  I. 

lf»  folot  o-i*  4i»<  ■■'-  M 1.- 
.bpxe-r.'"  . 
bedqobf.  bar,  ,3\)iic-^-'t.r..O 


-T  il . 


> 1 t^nl  Iv. 

• ••.Tn’fiOilf 

i-'M".  ,sl  jimY-' 

I ! II  a 
• toTonab 
( I .d-JoW 

: ^,Oultfb9qv-’ 

I.;rno  yldi'-ir.  iij 

’ ...  Ci'rr.  ’1  -^llT 
,.  c . ■ ■:  iur  adj 
‘.ilT 

Jl'.'-'.c'il)  tllixljw 


»bIodqB  few  -i*£&--aoi!ix.*?-  v.i  ;-.  : : •i';^  -I'l  '..iP  yd  bsYoU 

bialliw  bno  ^HadiuiH /J  ledotl  <gGiii-A  •• ‘ ‘.bjnii  .aYaY.fnq  bu^  dJial  mo 
'laJJaJ  lo  JshdO  fear^l  'to  ilo-vdO  oiiJ  lo  t^saabijiaiH  Ui^  iJi  sr.  jabmiloIH 

'.  ^hoW  Oii  i;i  ^iiai£& 

ow  icdJ  p;ibfS  bobaov'^a  ,nBJigwald‘K  Jaabiaoi'i  baToH . 

,bIiow  fedJ  Hfi  ni  Jionao!)  dgfd  guiJioyaiJ  lo  jasIaaoqA  avIawT  adi  iiiaieoR 
.*nfebia3-i‘i  liadi  an  ab-^H  noaiO  'diiw 

ow  jarii  ^olqoO  lodioiff  7d  bobnooostHfiidgiia^^'W  loIdH  vd  bavoK 


REPO  R T 


OF  THE 

DUNDEE  CONFERENCE. 


Sunday,  Nov  30. — Conference  assembled  at  11  o’clock  a,m.,  in  Watt 
Institution  Hall,  Constitution  Road,  according  to  previous  notice.  Elder 
Mather  called  the  Meeting  to  order,  and  moved  that  Elder  James 
M‘Naughtan  preside  ; carried  unanimously.  The  President  then  moved 
that  .James  Mair,  Clerk  of  Conference,  minute  this  day’s  proceedings  ; 
carried  unanimously. 

The  President  then  gave  out  the  hymn  on  the  first  page,  which,  being 
sung,  Ijllder  Mather  engaged  in  prayer.  The  cougregatian  then  sung  the 
hymn  on  the  35th  page,  when  President  M'Naughtan  arose  and  said,  “It 
is  witli  feelings  of  inexpressible  pleasure  that  I meet  with  you  all  in  the 
capacity  of  a Conference  to  transact  business — to  counsel  together  on 
measures  best  adapted  for  the  furthering  and  promoting  the  principles  of 
God,  in  this  northern  region.  We  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  by 
all,  that  whatever  change  or  alteration  may  take  place  in  our  proceedings 
to*day,  that  we  consult  not  personal  feelings,  but  that  we  aim  at  the  gene- 
ral interest,  and  the  uniform  happiness  of  the  Conference,  and  seek  those 
measures  that  will  result  in  the  greatest  amount  of  good.  I feel  happy  in 
being  favoured  with  the  company  of  Elder  Brewerton,  of  England,  « ho, 
as  you  will  learn  from  the  “ Star,”  was  recently  appointed  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Edinburgh  Conference  ; and  also  our  much  respected  Father 
Waugh,  of  Edinburgh.  We  anticipate  a good  day,  so  that  we  shall  be  as 
expeditious  as  possible  in  transacting  our  business,  that  our  time  may  be  as 
profitably  employed  as  possible.” 

Officers  present, — 17  Elders,  7 Priests,  11  Teachers,  and  4 Deacons. 

The  Conference  Clerk  was  then  called  upon,  and  read  out  the  total  of 
the  various  Branch  Representations,  as  per  Table  annexed. 

The  following  resolutions  were  laid  before  the  Conference,  and  adopted 
without  dissent : — 

Moved  by  the  President,  seconded  by  Elder  Mather — that  we  uphold, 
by  our  faith  and  prayers,  Brigham  Young,  iiSfeber  C.Kimbell,  and  Willard 
Richards,  as  the  first  Presidency  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Clirist  of  Latter- 
Day  Saints,  in  all  the  World. 

Moved  by  President  M'Naughtan,  seconded  by  Elder  Boath,  that  we 
sustain  the  Twelve  Apostles,  or  travelling  high  council,  in  all  the  world, 
with  Orson  Hyde  as  their  President. 

Moved  by  Rider  M‘Naughtan,  seconded  by  Brother  Copley,  that  we 
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sustain,  bj  our  faith  and  prayers,  Franklin  D.  Richards,  in  Lis  Frosidoncy 
over  the  churches  in  the  British  Isles,  with  G.  B.  Wallace  and  Levi  Rich- 
ards as  his  counsellors. 

Moved  by  Elder  M‘Naughtan,  seconded  by  Elder  Shepherd,  that  we 
sustain  Jolm  Taylor,  and  those  engaged  with  him,  in  introducing  and 
establishing  the  Gospel  in  France  and  Germany. 

Moved  by  J.  M‘Naughtan,  seconded  by  A.  F.  M‘Donald,  that  we  sustain 
Lorenzo  Snow,  and  those  engaged  with  him,  in  introducing  and  establish- 
ing the  Gospel  in  Italy,  Switzerland,  and  India. 

Moved  by  J.  M‘Naughtan,  seconded  by  Elder  Greig,  that  we  sustain 
Erastus  Snow,  and  those  engaged  in  the  Priesthood  with  him,  in  introduc- 
ing and  establishing  the  Gospel  in  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Norway. 

Moved  by  J.  M‘Naugbtan,  seconded  by  A.  F.  M‘ Donald,  that  we  sustain 
Addison  Pratt,  and  those  engaged  with  him,  in  carrying  on  the  good  work 
in  the  Society  Islands. 

It  was  then  resolved,  on  motion  of  Eldei-s  M'Naughtan  and  M‘Donald, 
that  the  Saints  in  Portsoy  be  organised  into  a Branch,  and  be  annexed  to 
the  Dundee  Conference. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elders  M‘Naughtan  and  M‘Douald,  that  Hugh 
Gowans  (now  Priest)  he  ordained  to  the  office  of  Elder,  and  be  appointed 
to  preside  in  Portsoy  Branch,  and  labour  in  that  vicinity. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  the  aforesaid,  that  Alexander  M'Leunan,  in 
Portsoy,  receive  the  office  of  Priest. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  the  aforesaid,  that  Alexander  M‘Rae,  of  Portsoy, 
receive  the  office  of  Teacher. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  the  aforesaid,  that  Alexander  Soivewright  of 
Portsoy,  receive  the  office  of  Deacon. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elders  M‘Nauglitan  and  Boath,  that  Janies 
Mather  (now  Priest)  be  ordained  to  the  office  of  Elder  in  Arbroath 
Branch. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elders  M‘Xaughtan  and  Boath,  that  A.  Suther- 
land, be  ordained  to  the  office  of  Deacon  in  Arbroath  Branch. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elders  M'Naughtan  and  Mather,  that  Priest 
James  Mair  iij  Dundee,  receive  the  office  of  Elder. 

Resolved,  jon  motion  of  the  aforesaid,  that  Priest  Robert  Murdoch  in 
Dundee,  receive  the  office  of  Elder. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naughtan  and  J.  Christie,  that  Ilugh 
M‘Kay  in  Dundee,  receive  the  office  of  Deacon. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naughtan  and  Brother  Burnet,  that  James 
Straehan  in  Dundee,  receive  the  office  of  Deacon. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M'Naughtan  and  R.  Watson,  that  Teacher 
Cliarles  Robertson,  in  Perth  Branch,  receive  the  office  of  Pidest. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  the  aforesaid,  that  William  Sprunt,  in  the  Perth 
Branch,  receive  the  office  of  Teacher. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elders  M‘Naughtan  and  Fraser,  that  David 
Butter,  in  Blairgowrie  Branch,  receive  the  office  of  Teacher. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naugbtan  and  Brother  M'Pherson,  that  the 
Presidents  of  each  Branch  call  a Church  Meeting,  in  order  that  the  Book 
Agents  may  take  the  number  of  “ Stars,”  and  names  of  all  those  intending 
to  take  them  for  the  ensuing  volume,  and  also  to  instruct  them  the  pro- 
priety of  taking  the  same  number,  or  moi=e,  of  vol.  M. 
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Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elder  Mather  and  J.  Mair,  that  all  Branches,  as 
well  as  Dundee  Branch,  donate  weekly  towards  support  of  the  President’s 
family ; that  they  forward  tlieir  donations  fortnightly,  or  as  opportunity 
offers. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naughtan  and  Brother  Copley,  that  Elder 
John  Mather  be  Conference  Treasurer,  for  the  PERPETUAL  EMIGRA- 
TION FUND,  and  all  other  funds  for  Conference  purposes. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  iPNaughtan  and  M‘Pherson,  with  a view  to 
pay  balance  of  cost  of  Mission  Tracts,  and  also  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
minute  of  last  Conference,  that  a special /cwt  day  be  held  throughout  the 
Conference,  on  Sabbath  14th  Dec.,  and  collections  to  be  taken  to  de- 
fray balance  of  said  Mission  Tracts. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elders  Boath  and  Greig,  that  collections  he 
taken  in  all  Branches,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  balance  due  towards  fur- 
nishing the  President’s  house,  to  he  taken  Dec.  28th. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naughtan  and  Mair,  that  each  Branch  in 
the  Conference  establish  an  extensive  and  active  Circulating  Tract  Society. 

The  Conference  Book  Agent’s  Report,  being  read  and  found  satisfac- 
tory, it  was  then  proposed  by  J.  M‘Naughtan,  seconded  by  J.  Mather, 
that  we  continue  to  sustain  Brother  Copley,  as  General  Book  Agent  per 
Conference. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naughtan  and  J.  Mair,  that  we  uphold 
and  sustain  all  Presidents  of  Branches,  and  those  in  the  priesthood  en- 
gaged with  them,  in  the  Conference. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naughtan  and  J.  Copley,  that  we  continue 
to  sustain  James  Mair  as  Secretary  of  Dundee  Conference. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  Mather  and  A.  F.  M‘ Donald,  that  wo  continue 
to  sustain,  by  our  faith  and  prayers,  Elder  James  M‘Naughtan,  President 
of  Dundee  Conference.  After  which  he  rose  to  acknowledge  tlm  vote  of 
confidence  and  said,  “ The  best  way  in  sustaining  me  as  your  President,  is 
to  act  in  accordance  with  these  resolutions — to  be  prompt  in  obedience  to 
the  counsel  given  you  from  time  to  time  5 this  would  give  me  coufidenife 
and  pleasure  in  the  Saints  ; and  to  remember  it  is  not  sufficient  that  we  hold 
up  our  hand  and  vote  to  do  certain  things,  it  is  the  PERFORMANCE 
of  them  that  alone  will  tell.  There  is  one  thing  in  particular  tliat 
I wish,  just  now,  to  turn  your  attention  to.  You  have  just  voted  to  sus- 
tain Brother  Copley,  Star  and  Book- Agent.  Now,  allow  me 'to  remark,  that 
there  is  not  abetter  method  of  fulfilling  your  vote,  than  by  regularly  taking 
the“  Stars,”  as  they  are  issued.  They  have  been  gradually  accumulating 
this  last  volume,  and  now  we  have  on  hand  upwards  of  One  Thousand 
Copies.  This  says  little  for  tlie  Conference, — this  is  anything  hut  com- 
mendable, this  ought  not  so  to  be.  Do  not  forget  the  condition  that  all 
Conferences  were  to  have  them  at  Id  each.  Those  that  do  not  take  three 
are  not  entitled  to  have  them  at  tlie  reduced  price,  but  should  pay  2^d, 
seeing  this  is  the  condition,  that  the  Editor  is  able  to  print  them.  So  all 
those  who  want  one  “ Star,”  and  pay  2^d  for  it,  and  those  who  want  three 
and  pay  3d,  will  please  give  in  their  name  to  the  Book -Agent,  for  we  do  not 
wish  to  be  running  in  debt  at  this  rate.  I will  now  say  one  word  concerning 
the  Peupetuai.  Emigration  Fj'nd;  it  lias  not  been  acted  upon  in  this  Coa- 
jcreiice,  in  bygone  time,  as  it  might.  I will  say  that  if  you  have  been 
niisijilbrmed  concerning  this  mutter,  in  bygone  time,  that,  be  it  known  from 
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this  time  liencefurth,  tliat  this  measure  has  pruceeded  froui  head-quarters, 
that  the  Lord  has  undertaken  your  deliverance  from  bondage  and  oppres- 
sion; and  if  you  desire  emancipation,  if  you  value  your  own  salvation, 
temporally  as  well  as  spiritually,  contribute  to  this  measure,  “ The  Lord 
helps  the  man  that  helps  himself.” 

Elder  M‘Donald  was  then  introduced,  who  said.  He  had  great  pleasure 
in  meeting  with  the  Saints,  in  a Conference  capacity,  to  transact  business 
of  such  importance.  To  those  unacquainted  with  the  principles  and  man- 
ner of  procedure,  it  might  appear  odious,  but  not  so  to  those  acquainted 
with  them — it  is  entirely  ditferent.  There  is  not  anything  done  in  this 
Church  but  is  open  to  the  investigation  of  all.  We  live  under  principles 
of  ficeJom  calculated  to  onoble  tlie  mind,  and  expand  the  understanding. 
In  the  northern  part  of  Scotland,  where  I have  been  labouring  for  the 
last  few  months,  there  are  many  wishing  to  learn  the  principles.  Great 
good  would  be  done  if  some  of  the  Brethren  would  go  out  in  the  ensuing 
spring,  to  preach  the  Gospel, — and  many  other  appropriate  remarks. 

After  singing  and  jiraycr,  adjourned  one  hour. 

Fifteen  minutes  past  2 p.m.,  Meeting  re-opened  by  singing.  Prayer  by 
•Elder  Waugh.  Sacrament  was  then  administered  by  John  Mather,  Presi- 
dent of  Dundee  Branch.  After  which,  a collection  for  the  poorwas  taken. 
Then  those  nominated  in  the  morning  were  ordained  to  their  respective 
offices,  under  the  hands  of  Elders  M'Nauglitan,  Brewerton,  Waugh,  and 
Mather. 

Father  Waugh  was  then  introduced,  who  contrasted  the  time  when  the 
Gospel  was  first  preached  in  Dundee  by  him,  with  the  present — was  pleased 
to  see  the  onward  march  of  truth — made  many  edifying  remarks  in  his 
iisual  singular  style. 

Elder  Brewerton,  ofEngland,  was  next  introduced,  who  said,  “ Itis  with 
feelings  of  joy  and  gladness  that  I witness  the  spirit  which  has  been  mani- 
fested— this  being  my  firet  visit — the  first  Conference  I have  had  the 
pleasure  to  attend  in  Scotland.  We  are  engaged  in  a great  work.  It 
began  small,  increased  up  to  the  present.  The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  not  for  the  present  life  alone.  We  have  to  cultivate  our  minds,  and  to 
educate  ourselves  for  eternity:  to  practise  well  in  tlie  things  for  the  pre- 
sent. When  God  revealed  the  principles,  he  found  the  world  in  an  im- 
perfect state.  He  gave  them  a little  to  educate  themselves,  and  then  a 
little  more,  and  if  the  world  will  not  have  those  principles,  we  have  to 
go  onwai  d and  leave  them  behind  us,  though  it  is  good  policy  to  take  as 
many  with  us  as  we  can  persuade.  Carry  out  the  minutes  brought  up  to- 
day, in  spirit  and  love  ; besides,  it  is  beneath  a noble  mind  to  leave  our 
duties  unfulfilled.  By  our  constant  attendance  to  those  things  we  have 
received,  we  will  bo  enabled  to  receive  more.  If  we  do  the  things  _presen^, 
ours  is  j:jresent  salvation.  If  this  is  pleasant,  and  the  beginning  of  good 
things,  let  them  continue  with  us.  Submit  yourselves  to  those  who  are 
over  you  in  the  Lord:  give  heed  to  their  teachings,  and  greater  bles- 
sings await  you  all.  Amen.” 

Proposed  by  Elder  M‘.Naiiglitan,  seconded  by  Elder  Mather,  that  A.  F. 
M‘Donald  go  to  labour  in  the  Highlands,  Ross-shire  ; all  hands  up. 

President  M‘Naughtan  said  “ That  Elder  M‘Donald  had  laboured  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  in  the  north,  and  had  succeeded  in  raising  a Branch 
in  Portsoy.  Tho  Lord  has  blest  his  labours;  but  he  has  to  go  farther 


7 


north  amongst  his  kindreil,  in  the  highlands,  he  has  the  Gaelic,  and  he  is 
the  man  adapted  for  that  mission,  and  he  will  accomplish  it.  I have,  but 
more  so  of  late,  felt  particularly  interested  in  the  introduction  of  the 
Gospel  in  those  northern  redone,  and  though  absent  from  Scotland  for 
the  last  few  years,  yet  I watched  with  keen  eye,  the  progress  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  my  native  land.  May  the  Lord  bless  abundantly  the  labours  of  his 
servants.  Amen.”  Meeting  closed  by  prayer  from  A.  F.  M‘Donald. 

At  6 o’clock  evening,  Elder  Brewerton  addressed  a large  and  attentive 
audience,  shewing  the  principles  of  life  and  salvation  to  all,  from  Habk. 
i.  5. — “ Behold  ye  among  the  heathen,  and  regard,  and  wonder  marvel- 
lously; for  I will  work  a work  in  your  days  which  ye  will  not  believe, 
though  it  be  told  you.” 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  Elders  M‘Naughtan  and  Watson,  that  the  min- 
utes of  this  Conference  bo  printed. 

Resolved,  on  motion  of  J.  M‘Naugbtan  and  J.  Mather,  that  the  Confer- 
ence be  adjourned  for  six  months. 

A Social  Jleeting  was  hold  in  Watt  Institution  Hall,  on  Monday  evening  Yth  Dee. 
at  8 o’clock.  Many  excellent  Songs,  Recitations,  Anecdotes,  and  speeches  were  given, 
hearing  moi-e  or  less  on  the  Great  Work  of  the  last  days.  The  spirit,  hilarity,  atid 
enjoyment  of  the  Meeting  was  kept  up  until  a late  hour,  when  all  were  dismissed,  be- 
ing highly  pleased  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. 

Addresse$  of  President.,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  General  Booh  Agent  of 
Conference,  and  Presidents  of  Branches 

James  M‘Naughtan,  Scott’s  Close,  4 Brown  Street,  Dundee. 

James  Mair,  Lumsdon’s  Land,  West  Port,  Dundee, 

John  Mather,  10  Hunter  Street,  Dundee. 

John  Copley,  Tlioms’s  Close,  2 Murraygate,  Dundee. 

Joseph  Boath,  30  Guthrie  Port,  Arbroath. 

James  llirie,  50  Causeway  End,  Aberdeen. 

Hugh  Gowans,  Shore  Street,  Portsoy. 

Angus  Johnston,  Davis’  Square,  Inverness. 

Kohort  Watson,  cave  of  Mr  Graham,  Hospital  Street,  Perth, 
Thomas  Fraser,  John  Street,  Blairgowrie. 

SPKAK  NO  ILL. 


Nnv,  speak  no  ill,  a kindly  woi*d 
6m  never  leave  a sting  behind: 

And  oli!  to  brcatii  each,  tale  we’ve  lieai-d, 

[s  far  beneath  a noble  mind. 

Full  oft  a better  seed  is  sown, 

I’.y  choosing  thus  the  kinder  plan; 

For  if  but  little  gocxl  be  known, 

Still  let  us  speak  the  best  we  can. 

Give  jno  the  heart  that  fain  would  hide — 
Wan'd  fain  another’s  faults  efface : 

How  cJln  it  pleasui-o  human  pride 
To  prove  humanity  but  base  ^ 


No ! let  us  reach  a higher  mood — 

A nobler  estimate  of  man ; 

Bo  earnest  in  the  search  for  good. 

And  speak  of  ail  the  be.st  we  can. 
Then  speak  no  ill, —.but  tenieut  bo 
To  other's  failings  as  your  own ; 

If  you’re  the  first  a fault  to  se*;, 

Be  not  the  first  to  make  it  known. 
For  life  is  but  a passing  day — 

No  lip  may  tell  how  brief  it’s  span : 
Then  oh ! the  little  time  we  stay, 

Let’s  speak  of  all  the  good  we  can. 
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